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The Honorable Julius Genachowski
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski, |

We strongly believe that maintaining robust diversity of miedia ownership is fundamental to
preserving the strength of our democracy. Broadcast ia continues to be the primary source,
by far, for local news in communities across the nation, ownership of local television and
mdiomumuismwmudhm&wmavaﬂydmmdwhenpmmms
decisions are made by large media companies from of miles away, eovmbflocd
news can become cither diluted or neglected.

Cou:gressmskedyouwitl:am.uncla:a::topmumelocalismu diversity in America’s broadcast
system. While the current media ownership rules have noticompletely achieved these goals, they
nonetheless remain a bulwark against mess consolidation gnd stand to preserve local voices.

The data that the Federal Communications Commission } this week in its firs: full
assessment of ownership of commercial broadcast radio and television stations indicates that
ownership by women and minorities remains at abysmally! low levels. Women own just under
seven percent of all full-power commercisl radio and te broadcast stations, while racial
and ethnic minorities control only five percent of these lstaﬁonsmdeightpm:enlof!hm

While the Intemnet has maturcd significantly in recent yeark, it does not yet solve this problem.
Importantly, we still have many constituents in our states who rely solely on TV and radic
broadeast media for news and information. According to alrecent Pew study, 74 percent of aduits
gathdrlocalmmfomation&omﬂseiﬂocalTVnm 'on,Slpmunfrommdio

and newspapers formformanonahomdmeircmmmm -

nwuily mponden
reported sampling multiple local news sources — an activi ﬂmtmlﬂdbehnpossibleifthair
community had only one media owner. Furthermore,

historically underrepresented in the ownership of radio




b .
For these reasons and others, in 2008, the Senate passed S Joint Resolution 28 disapproving
the rule submitted by the FCC which would have allowed additional consolidation of broadcast
media ownership. The resolution had 27 cosponsors, inc! a number of us as well as the
current President and Vice-President. In 2011, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
memddwFCC‘snmvctorelaxownmhtpmlumd  the FCC to evaluate the impact
of any rule changes on female and minority owners beforeimaking any changes,

Despite the extremely low levels of female and minority ow ip, we understand that the FCC
is again considering relaxation of its cross-ownership ?whnchmcludehmhsonownmmpof
television stations and newspapers in the same market. Thése changes appear to be very similar
to the rule changes that former FCC Chairman Kevin proposed in 2007 and that the

public, the Senate and a federal appeals court resoundingly tejected. It is our understanding that a
vote on this latest round of proposed ownership rules can be expected before the end of the year.

The recently released FCC data requires further study, but it is a welcome assessment of media
ownership levels. While it speaks to the current realities of this industry, it unfortunately does
not address the impact of the proposed rule changes on broadcast ownership diversity, We are
concerned that this Iack of impact analysis fails to meet the requirements of the Third Circuit's
order, and moreover that diversity of ownership will be negatively impacted by the proposed rule
changes. Past research shows that minority communities age the ones harmed most by further

mmmmxwwmmmm

WerespectﬁﬂlyreqtmthmumFCCmtproceedvnthus rule changes without
providing a clear, evidence-based response to these not only because it is required by
the Third Circuit's ruling, but also in light of the significant public objection that has
accompanied past attempts 1o change this rule. Thank you for your attention to this matter,
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Sincarely,
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Al Franken
U.S.; ; T
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MARIA CANTWELL BILL, NELSON
U.S. Senator U.S. Senator

BOB MENENDEZ U ~

U.S. Senato U.S. Senator




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013
Office of the Director

The Honorable Barbara Boxer
United States Senate

112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Boxer;

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review ofits
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any turther
assistance,

Sincgrely, -

N

Gre uice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

March §, 2013
Office of the Director

The Honorable Al Franken
United States Senate

320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Franken:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

t appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senate

731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Harkin:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

[ appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if [ can be of any further
assistance.

Singerely, -

Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

March 5, 2013

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
United States Senate

433 Russell Senate Oftice Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Leahy:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

lappreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if [ can be of any further
assistance.

Sipeerely,

Gregory Guice

Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

March §, 2013
Office of the Director

The Honorable Jeff Merkley
United States Senate

313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Merkley:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

T appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Gregbry Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

Office of the Director March §, 2013

The Honorable Patty Murray
United States Senate

173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and tostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

a

e
Gregory Guice

Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

Office of the Director March 5. 2013

The Honorable Bernard Sanders
United States Senate

332 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sanders:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if | can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

gory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

Office of the Director March 5.2 0-1 3

The Honorable Jon Tester
United States Senate

724 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Tester:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if [ can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Gregbry Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs




Federal Communications Commission
Office of Legislative Affairs
Washington, D.C.20554

Office of the Director March 5, 2013

The Honorable Ron Wyden

United States Senate

223 Dirksen Senate Oftice Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wyden:

Thank you for your letter commenting on the Commission’s quadrennial review of its
media ownership rules. In this quadrennial review, the Commission is dedicated to a data-driven
process that will shape sustainable policies guarding against excessive media consolidation,
promoting ownership diversity, enabling robust local news for all communities, and fostering
economic growth and opportunity. Your views are very important and will be included in the
record of the quadrennial review proceeding and considered as part of the Commission’s review.

I appreciate your interest in this matter. Please let me know if I can be of any further
assistance.

Sincerely,

Gregory Guice
Director
Office of Legislative Affairs
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